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Meeting of Dogmersfield Parish Council with Fowler Architecture and Planning Limited 

Monday 22
nd

 October 2018 

2.30pm, The Church on the Heath, Elvetham Heath 

 

In attendance: 

Mike Fowler (MF)  FOWLER ARCHITECTURE AND PLANNING LIMITED 

Alex Jaggs (AJ) 

Cllr Geoff Beaven (GB)  Dogmersfield Parish Council 

Cllr Alastair Clark (AC)  Dogmersfield Parish Council      

Cllr Brian White (BW)  Dogmersfield Parish Council 

 

To be discussed: Chatter Alley 

The meeting was held as a follow up to the public exhibition of the revised proposed development 

for the Chatter alley site that was held on 19
th

 September at the primary school hall.  MF explained 

that a good number of residents attended and expressed a range of views. These were recorded on 

comments sheets and a full analysis was provided which is attached at annex. MF was pleased that 

the Hart planning officer also attended as an observer and hoped that he was assured that the public 

consultation was genuine. AC thanked MF for extending the duration of the exhibition to allow more 

late returning workers to attend. 

GB asked whether the entrance to the car parking area would allow cars to enter and exit at the 

same time. MF confirmed that although not entirely clear on the plan sufficient width would be 

available. He also added that he had listened to the concerns expressed by the residents from 

Troquhain House and would be examining what could be done to minimise their loss of amenity. 

Regarding the proposed public car parking area MF said that no organisation was keen to accept 

responsibility for it and should planning permission be granted he may have to establish a 

management company. AC explained that a major consideration from the Parish Council was the 

cost of ownership and he asked about the possibility of sinking fund being set up with an initial 

contribution of about £100K. MF said that he was aware of other similar schemes and although the 

figure would represent a considerable cost it should not be ruled out at this stage.  

MF explained that although in general residents felt that the proposed scheme was an improvement 

over earlier examples many might still oppose development of the site. GB reviewed the recent 

unsuccessful applications and he also felt that the current scheme was an improvement in a number 

of respects. However pre application discussions were undertaken in an attempt to influence the 

proposed design such that if permission is granted the resulting development is more acceptable 

than it might have been.    

The Dogmersfield Conservation Area is unusual in that the countryside immediately surrounding the 

settlement is also included within its boundary. This recognises that the setting of the village and the 

views from within the village over open countryside are sufficiently special to warrant conservation 
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area protection. Development of the Chatter alley site will block some of the significant views and 

undermine the reasons for not allowing development elsewhere in the Conservation Area. Residents 

and the Council will not be easily be convinced that defending the Conservation Area is no longer 

worthwhile. 

MF explained that he would be considering all of the feedback before decisions were made about 

the next steps. He was aware that the recently issued updated NPPF includes provision (para 71) for 

entry-level exception sites, suitable for first time buyers (or those looking to rent their first home). 

He had been asked to examine this as an alternative basis for developing the site.  

No further points were raised. 

 

 

 

 

   

   

   








