Dogmersfield Parish Council – Community Benefit Fund	

Proposal for Dogmersfield Parish Council to sign up to the Tree Charter and to support a programme of tree planting in the Parish

Introduction:
The Community Benefit Fund (CBF) working group recommends that a programme of tree planting be undertaken within the Parish, which can provide environmental and aesthetic improvements over a period of years.  This proposal was put forward and supported because Parishioners wanted to do something to improve the environment locally and many felt that we needed to replace trees that have been cut down in the wider area particularly as a result of intensive house building.  The Group are unanimously in favour of a programme of tree planting and believe that this is an appropriate item of expenditure for the CBF because it meets the conditions of the fund, namely that it has to be used for charitable, educational, environmental, amenity or other appropriate purposes within and adjacent to the Community.  

Background:
Many people now acknowledge the damaging effects of climate change and the benefits that trees can bring to compensate for this damage.  There has been an increase in national support for increased tree planting and at the last UK election in 2019, all main parties made commitments to substantially increase the number of trees planted in the UK.  A lot of the momentum in the UK has come from the Woodland Trust who called for a Tree Charter in 2015 to provide a unifying statement about the rights of people in the UK to the benefits of trees, woods and forests.  There are ten principles set out within this Charter, namely that we should:
· Sustain landscapes rich in wildlife
· Plant for the future
· Celebrate the power of trees to inspire
· Grows forests of opportunity and innovation
· Protect irreplaceable trees and woods
· Plan greener local landscapes
· Recover health, hope and wellbeing with the help of trees
· Make trees accessible to all
· Combat the threats to our habitats and
· Strengthen our landscape with trees.

NALC (The National Association of Local Councils) supports this Tree Charter and supports local councils to embed the principles of the charter within communities in the UK.  Not all of the principles will be relevant to DPC but a lot are appropriate.  

More recently the Woodland Trust has produced further advice for UK public bodies, entitled “Emergency Tree Plan for the UK”.  The document further challenges all levels of Government (local and national) to immediately act to address the climate emergency through the planting of trees and woods.

Additional reading can be found at Appendix One (the Tree Charter) and Appendix Two (Emergency Tree Plan for the UK).  

Dogmersfield is a semi-rural parish which is attractive in part because of the significant areas of green space, established trees and woods, and undeveloped land.  Becoming part of the Tree Charter network and planting new trees will help to protect the environment for future generations.

Recommendation One – Sign up to the Tree Charter:
The CBF working group recommends that Dogmersfield Parish Council sign up to the Tree Charter and become a Charter Branch.  This will connect us with other local and national bodies who are committed to preserving trees in the UK and show our commitment to supporting and retaining so much of our local environment.  

Recommendation Two – Commit to a programme of tree planting:
It is recommended that DPC commit to an ambitious target for tree planting over the next 5 years.  This tree planting programme could be funded from the CBF but at this stage, the Council is purely asked to approve the year one expenditure in order to get the programme off the ground.  Tree planting in years 2-5 could be funded by the CBF provided that there are sufficient funds available but the CBF working group would support tree planting being funded from normal Council funds as well, or via fund raising initiatives with the parishioners.  

The Woodland Trust estimated that each individual would need to plant 25 trees annually to absorb the CO2 we each generate across the UK. If DPC embraced this target we could encourage residents to not only support tree planting in the Parish but also to contribute to wider tree planting in the area.

Initially, the CBF working group recommends that DPC aspire to plant a minimum of one new tree per year for the next 5 years for each residence in the parish – this currently equates to c. 130 trees per year.  However, if there was support from our parishioners, we should set a more ambitious target of five new trees per residence per year in future years.

Details:
It is recommended that indigenous trees/hedges are planted which would be appropriate within a conservation area and would blend in with existing landscape.  As DPC does not own any land, the choices are that trees are planted on verges which would be the property of Hampshire County Council or on private land in the Parish.  Whilst there is support for some planting along roads, it is recommended that this be in a later phase of planting, as it will inevitably involve some long-winded correspondence with Hampshire. Initially it is recommended that we identify suitable places for the trees and approach landowners for their support. 

Possible places to plant:

Option One:
On land to the North / North East of the Parish to shield the lights generated by and views of the new leisure centre, associated new housing and new street lights that are being erected along Hitches Lane.


Option Two:
On land belonging to the Four Seasons which borders or is visible from the road.

Option Three:
To hide new developments, specifically along Church Lane, working with homeowners to plant some new trees in their frontages.

Option Four:
Close to footpaths so that trees provide shade and beauty to the paths.

It is recommended that we ask parishioners to propose sites for new trees to be planted as part of a community engagement exercise.  

Tree Options:
A meeting was held with the Woodland Trust and a number of tree options were discussed.  The Woodland Trust are keen to support parishes such as ours and will work with us if required to further develop any plans.  They are happy to advise us on suitable trees and will also supply new saplings for planting.  It might also be possible to get some donations / support funding from the Woodland Trust and the CBF working group will apply for this if the proposal is accepted.

The Common Beech:
[image: ]Mature trees grow to a height of more than 40m and develop a huge domed crown. The bark is smooth, thin and grey, often with slight horizontal etchings.

Due to its dense canopy, rarer plant species are associated with beech woodland, such as box, coralroot bittercress and a variety of orchids. Beech woodland provides an important habitat for many butterflies, particularly in open glades and along woodland rides. 

Blackthorn:
[image: ]
Mature trees can grow to a height of around 6–7m and live for up to 100 years. The dark brown bark is smooth, and twigs form straight side shoots, which develop into thorns.

Early flowering, blackthorn provides a valuable source of nectar and pollen for bees in spring. Its foliage is a food plant for the caterpillars of many moths. Birds nest among the dense, thorny thickets, eat caterpillars and other insects from the leaves, and feast on the sloes in autumn.



Elder:
[image: ]Mature elder trees grow to a height of around 15m and can live for 60 years. Elder is characterised by its short trunk (bole), and grey-brown, corky, furrowed bark. It has relatively few branches.

The flowers provide nectar for a variety of insects and the berries are eaten by birds and mammals. Small mammals, such as dormice and bank voles, eat both the berries and the flowers.



[image: ]Hawthorn:
Mature trees can reach a height of 15m and are characterised by their dense, thorny habit. The bark is brown-grey, knotted and fissured, and twigs are slender and brown and covered in thorns.

Common hawthorn can support more than 300 insects. Its flowers are eaten by dormice and provide nectar and pollen for bees. The haws are rich in antioxidants and are eaten by migrating birds, such as redwings, fieldfares and thrushes, as well as small mammals.  

Hornbeam:
[image: ]
Common hornbeam is a deciduous, broadleaf tree, which has pale grey bark with vertical markings. The twigs are brown-grey and slightly hairy and the leaf buds are similar to beech. 

Mature trees can reach a height of 30m and live for more than 300 years.  A hornbeam hedge will keep its leaves all year round, providing shelter, roosting, nesting and foraging opportunities for birds and small mammals. 


[image: ]English Oak:
A large, deciduous tree growing up to 20–40m tall. As oaks mature, they form a broad and spreading crown with sturdy branches beneath. English Oak trees dominate the local Dogmersfield landscape but many have been lost over time.

Oak forests support more life forms than any other native forest. They are host to hundreds of insect species, supplying many birds with an important food source. Mammals such as squirrels, badgers and deer feed on acorns.

[image: Silver Birch Trees for Sale - Choose your Silver Birch Plant]Silver Birch:
Silver birch is a striking, medium-sized deciduous tree. When mature they can reach 30m in height, forming a light canopy with elegant, drooping branches. The white bark sheds layers like tissue paper and becomes black and rugged at the base. 

Silver birch provides food and habitat for more than 300 insect species – the leaves attracting aphids which provide food for ladybirds and other species further up the food chain. 

The leaves are also a food plant for the caterpillars of many moths. 


The Woodland Trust can supply individual tree sets or packs of mixes of the above species.  Additionally, they can supply indigenous hedge plants if these were deemed suitable.  We would propose that the specific trees/hedges are chosen with the cooperation of the landowner so that they can have some input into what is planted on their land.


Costs:
The Woodland Trust sell young trees for approximately £2.50 which are c. 2 foot tall.  Commercial nurseries sell more established trees which cost significantly more. Trees supplied by the Woodland Trust are supplied at a discount to any found commercially and therefore more quotations have not been sources.

The recommendation from the Woodland Trust is that we plant small young trees which will be able to sustain themselves with little watering or maintenance.  They have advised us to assume a cost of £5 per tree, to include the cost of the tree, any support / protection and planting costs. We may also be able to take advantage of the Woodland Trust tree pack scheme which offers free trees and protection for saplings planted on community land.

We may be able to get volunteers to plant the trees but should assume that we need to fund this initially. 

Timetable:
The ideal time to plant would be in the autumn.  In order to source trees from the Woodland Trust we would normally have to order these in June/July.  The CBF working group would like DPC to approve an initial order of c. 130 trees with an associated cost of £650 and to give approval for the CBF working group to continue discussions with the Woodland Trust and to see what is possible to purchase and plant in 2020, and the availability of free tree packs.  We are aware that tree supply might be impacted by the COVID19 pandemic and therefore may not be able to have the full choice of trees immediately. 



Decisions required ratification:

1. DPC commit to sign the Tree Charter and authorise the Clerk to complete the application form on its behalf;

2. DPC commit to support an ambitious tree planting project over the next 5 years with an aspiration to plant at least one tree each year for each residence;

3. DPC approves expenditure of up to £650 in 2020 from the Community Benefit Fund to start the first phase of planting if required; 

4. DPC approve the CBF working group to work with the Woodland Trust and local landowners to develop a plan for the first phase of planting; and

5. DPC authorise Councillor Fillis to apply to the Woodland Trust for a Community Pack of trees.
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